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WE shall feel indebted to correspondents who will forward us local
papers containing reports of proceedings of Boards of Guardians and
Boards of Health, medical appointments and trials, hospital and
society meetings, important inquests, or other matters of medica]
interest.
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THE DOCTRINE OF CORRELATION OF THIE VITAL
AND PHYSICAL FORCES.

THERE has reached us, from the other side of the Atlantic, an inaugural
address, dealing, for the most part historically, with the question of the
Correlation of the Forces; not only that of the more strictly physical forces
inter se, but of the interchangeability of these with those others, com-

monly known as vital forces. The address is by a most accomplished
American physician, Dr. J. Aitken Meigs; and the occasion of it was

his assumption of the Professorslhip of the Institutes of Medicine and
Medical Jurisprudence in the Jeaffreson Medical College. It has been

published by the class before whom it was delivered, in recognition of
their appreciation of its merits; and, as will be seen by those who peruse
it for themselves, it is, in the main, a well told and interesting, though
brief, statement of the gradual growth of scientific opinion upon this
most fundamental doctrine of modern philosophy. But what more
especially deserves our attention and criticism is, the fact that, in this
address, Dr. Meigs distinctly claims for wo of his fellow-countrymen
the merit of having originated, and first clearly enunciated, the two sec-
tions of the great doctrine in question. In 1827, Lardner Vanuxem
published in Philadelphia, Ant Essay on thze Ultimiiate Principles of Che-
mistry, Natral Phzilosoplzy, and Physiology, which, according to Dr.

Meigs, contains the first explicit statement of the doctrine of the corre-
lation of the physical forces; and, in 1833, Dr. Samuel Metcalfe pub-
lished an essay, entitled A NV'zo Theo;y of Terrestrial ALagnetismn, from
which Dr. Meigs quotes paragraphs that " show how far his active mind
had anticipated both Grove and Carpenter in their speculations concern-

ing the convertibility of the physical forces into each other, and the cor-
relation of these with the vital forces." But, we think, it can be easily
showvn that the extracts given do, literally, only reveal " how far" he had
anticipated the later speculations, and not by any means that he had
anticipated them. Let us deal with each of these questions separately.

It will facilitate our judgment upon the first of these, if we know ac-

curately what Professor Grove did teach, and professes to have origin-
ated. In January I842, in a lecture delivered before the London Insti-
tution, he declared that "light, heat, electricity, magnetism, motion,
;and chemical affinity, are all convertible material affections"; and, in the
preface of the recently published third edition of his Correlation of the
Phzysical Forces, he says: " As far as I am now aware, the theory that
the so-called imponderables are affections of ordinary matter, that they
are resolvable into motion, that they are to be regarded in their action
on matter as forces and not as specific entities, and that they are ca-

pable of mutual reaction, thence alternately acting as cause and effect,
had not at that time been publicly advanced". We will now see how
far Mr. Grove was right in the estimation he formed as to his claims to
originality; or whether he had been anticipated by Lardner Vanuxem
and by Dr. Metcalfe, as Dr. Meigs supposes; and we will make use of
he extracts given by him, under the fair presumption that he has se-
lected those, above all others, which would be the most suitable for
proving his position.

It is not to be expected that a doctrine such as this should have sprung
fully formed from the brain of any single man. The progress of scien-
tific thought and experiment had been leading up to it for a half-
century or more, and integral portions of the doctrine were announced
by previous thinkers; still it received such important modifications and

development from the handling of Professor Grove as it had never re-
ceived before his time. In 1798, Benjamin Thompson, of Massachus-
setts, afterwards Count Rumford, announced to the Royal Society his
conviction that heat was a mode of motion; and, in I8I2, Sir Hum-
phry Davy, in a work upon Chemzical Philosop5hy, maintained that the
"laws of the communication of heat are precisely the same as those of
the communication of motion"; whilst, in I824, M. Carnot endeavoured
to demonstrate the conditions under which heat could be converted into
mechanical work. Then, in 1827, Vanuxem published the work
before mentioned, in which, Dr. Meigs says, he supports, with abun-
dant argument and in a masterly manner, that " there exists but one
kind of repulsive matter, as will be shown, exhibiting foutr different
states convertible into each other, not only accordingly as it is acted
upon by particles, or groups of particles forming masses, but according
to the kind of particles and masses. These states of r epulsive matter are
caloric, light, electricity, and magnetism." Though, further on, he says
that the existence of these as " four distinct fluids, or kinds of etherial
matter, is inadmissible; for this conversion, or change, of characters is
analogous to what are called the properties of bodies, and not to the
bodies themselves." There can be no doubt that this was a very con-
siderable advance upon what had been stated before; and Dr. Meigs is
perhaps justified when he says it was maintained," not as a shrewd and
happy guess, not as a crude conception, but clearly and distinctly as a
theory issuing from, andl harmonising, a series of well established facts
in physics and chemistry"; but still it is by no means a complete antici-
pation of the doctrine of Grove. Motion, chemical affinity, and me-
chanical energy, are not included in the circle; and it is not positively
enforced, as in Professor Grove's lecture, that the so-called imponder-
ables "are to be regarded, in their action on matter, as forces, and not
as sPeccftc entities." Still, it should be stated that, in I839, Seguin, in
a work on the Influence of Railroads, did distinctly express his belief
in the identity of heat and mechanical force, and gave a calculation of
their equivalent relation not differing materially from that afterwards
published by Joule. And, in the later part of the same year that Pro-
fessor Grove's lecture was delivered, J. R. Mayer, of Heilbronn, an-
nounced independently a doctrine substantially similar, to the effect that
the imponderables were forces at once indestructible and convertible. In
this year, also, Mr. Joule published his important article on the me-
chanical equivalent of heat; a Danish physicist, named Colding, pre-
sented to the Academy of Copenhagen a memoir, in which were de-
scribed some experiments illustrative of the great law of the conserva-
tion of force; and in this year, also, Dr. Metcalfe published his work
on Caloric, in which the fundamental views expressed ten years before,
in his essay on Magnetism, was more fully elaborated. These earlier
views, as far as the physical forces are concerned, were to the effect, that
caloric, electricity, and magnetism, constituted different modes of "one
grand, primary, universal element" or form of matter-a doctrine, there-
fore, by no means so advanced as that which had been enunciated six
years previously by Vanuxem.

Turning now to the doctrine as to the Correlation of the Physical
and the Vital Forces, we find that the statements bearing upon this sub-
ject, quoted by Dr. Meigs from Dr. Metcalfe's lecture on Magnetism in
1833, really amount to nothing more than the recognition that there is
a certain proportion observable in different countries between their
amount of solar heat received and the degree of abundance of organic
forms of animal and vegetable life, so that probably " there is a subtle
vivifying principle disseminated throughout nature, which is intimately
conntected with caloric." Even in his later work, on Caloric, pub-
lished in 1843, this, as was seen above, is still regarded as a form of
matter, or distinct entity, rather than as a mode of force; and he still
dwells mainly upon the fact, that " the organising power of the earth,
like all the mechanical and chemical transformations that modify its
surface, is directly in proportion to the quantity of caloric which it re
ceives from the sun"; thus tending to show that the old view was an
erroneous one, which wished to make the phenomena of life wholly dis-
tinct from those of inorganic matter. He illustrates his views concern-
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ing caloric also, by pointing to the increased reproductive activity, and
the increased activity of vital processes generally, in hot climates. This
certainly is all that can be gathered from the extracts given by Dr.
Meigs; and, as it seems to us, it forms a very crude and insufficient
basis upon which to rest the author's claim of being the originator of the
doctrine of the mutual correlation of the vital and physical forces. The
possibility that such a relation might exist, was also enunciated in an

introductory lecture by Dr. Samuel Jackson, of Philadelphia, in I837.
In 1845, Mayer, of Heilbronn, wrote a paper on " Organic Movement
in its Relation to Material Changes", in which he showed that the
changes taking place in living organisms, animal or vegetable, were

produced by forces acting upon them from without, and that the changes
in their composition- brought about by these external agencies were the
immediate source of the forces generated by it. In the same year, also,
Mr. Newport wast led by the relations which had been shown to exist
between light and electricity by Faraday, and between electricity and
nervous power by Matteucci, as well as " by the known dependence of
most of the functions of the body on the latter, to consider light as the
primary source of all vital and instructive power, the degrees and vari-
ations of which may, perhaps, be referred to modifications of this in-
fluence on the special organisation of each animal body." In 1846,
Professor Grove's work, on the Correlation of the Physical Forces, ap-
peared, in which he said: " I believe that the same principles and mode
of reasoning might be applied to the organic, as well as to the inorganic,
world; and that muscular force, animal and vegetable, heat, etc., might,
and at some time will, be shown to have similar definitp correlations."
In January I848, in an article contributed to the Britishi and Foreign
Medico- Chirurgical Review, Dr. Carpenter stated " that the vital forces
of various kinds bear the same relation to the several physical forces of
the inorganic world that they bear to each other; the great essential
modification or transformation being effected by their passage, so to
speak, through the germ of the organic structure, somewhat after the
same fashion that heat becomes electricity, when passed through cer-

tain mixtures of metals". In i85o, his paper was read before the
Royal Society, " On the Mutual Relations of the Vital and Physical
Forces", in which the whole doctrine was much more fully elaborated,
and Dr. Carpenter attempted to show that the doctrine of "correlation"
was equally applicable to those vital forces which we are bound to
assume as the moving powers in the production of the functional activity
of living beings-these so-called vital forces being generated within the
living bodies by the transformation of the light, heat, and chemical
action, obtained from without, which was given back to the external
world again, either during the life of the living beings, or after their
death, in terms of motion and heat, and also, to a slighter extent, as

light and electricity.
We cannot now follow up the history of these doctrines any further;

but we think that what has been already said will be sufficient to show
that the claiiss of Mr. Grove and of Dr. Carpenter to be considered as

the first who gave anything like a full and adequate exposition of the
doctrines concerning Correlation, with which their names have been as-

sociated, will not suffer much abatement from a consideration of the
previous labours of Lardner Vanuxem and of Dr. Samuel Metcalfe.

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT AT ALDERSHOT.
A CORRESPONDENT informs us that the police returns as to the working
of this Act having shown, in certain instances, that infected soldiers
attributed the sources of their malady to women already undergoing
treatment for some time before the men presented themselves at hospi-
tal, the conclusion is formed that the men are in the habit of concealing
their disease, and form, in fact, fresh foci of contagion. It is even

hinted, in consequence, that it would be desirable to re-introduce the

system of personal inspection of the men by medical officers.
As we are informed, the facts are correct; but the conclusion drawn

from them appears based on erroneous principles, and in ignorance of

laws well known to medical men, as to the period of incubation of sy-

philis. Inspection of the returns shews, we believe, that, in most cases
of apparent delay on the part of the soldier in applying for medical re-
lief, the disease was primary syphilis, which, as is now well established,
does not appear until after a certain interval from exposure to conta-
gion, varying from ten to thirty days. It is, therefore, quite possible
that meanwhile the woman from whom the disease was contracted may
have been sent into hospital on information obtained from others.

It appears, from the various Reports of the Army Medical Depart-
ment, that the rate of rejections of recruits for enthetic diseases is al-
most identical with that of soldiers constantly sick with the same.
Now, if such an immense proportion of untreated disease be at large
among the classes of the civil population from which recruits come,
it appears to us that the re-introduction of personal inspection of sol-
diers by medical officers would not be attended by any beneficial re-
sults. The system is twice degrading, to him who inspects and to him
who submits.

Medical officers can, in most instances, form a tolerably accurate
opinion as to whether disease has been concealed or not; and, when
it has been, they are ordered to report the delinquents to commanding
officers, on whom will rest the duty of convincing soldiers that the con-
cealment of diseases capable of communication to others is an offence
against the public, and, as such, liable to punishment as a military
crime.

THE GROWTH OF THE ASSOCIATION.
A LARGE number of new members have been added to our numbers
since the commencement of the new year. We shall shortly publish, as
last year, a supplemental list; it will amount to several hundreds. The
exertions of Dr. Chadwick and Mr. Wheelhouse, representing the
Leeds Committee of Reception, have been thus far eminently success-
ful; upwards of one hundred and twenty new members have joined in
the North of England. But, as we have already intimated, there re-
main in these populous and prosperous counties nearly one thousand
two hundred members of the profession whom it still remains for our
associates to introduce to the Association. The great meeting which
will be held at Leeds in August affords a special occasion for an effort
to extend the useful influence of the Association throughout the North
of England; and we shall hope to learn that the individual efforts of
members have been not less successful than the collective exertion of
the Leeds Committee.
The account which we publish of the first meeting of the new Branch

in Gloucestershire will show that there also a powerful nucleus has been
established. Mr. Fleischmann, the Honorary Secretary, who has shown
an active interest in the formation of this new Branch, forwards a list of
twenty-five new members. As many former members of the Associa-
tion have enrolled themselves in the Branch. London has also again
contributed a considerable contingent of new members; and Ireland
and Scotland are showing a healthy interest in the medical affairs of the
kingdom at large.
We shall be greatly obliged if names of intending members be for-

warded with the least possible delay, as, at this season of the year, we
are compelled to keep a large reserve of back numbers to supply new
members; and it is financially desirable to make the elements of calcu-
lation as accurate as possible.

THE Shepton Mallet Hospital was formally opened for the reception of
patients on New Year's Day.

A LARGELY attended and most interesting scientific conversasione was
held at King's College on Thursday evening.

A GOOD EXAMPLE.

THE Gloucester grocers, having agreed to discontinue giving Christmas
boxes, and in lieu thereof to subscribe to the local charities, have (under
such arrangement) paid £20 to the Infirmary, Lio to the Hospital for
Children, £5 to the Dispensary, and £25 I6 :8 to other charities.
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DR. BLANC ON THE DISEASES OF ABYSSINIA.
A.mONG the members who have joined the Association this year is Dr.
Henry Blanc, F.R.G.S., Assistant-Surgeon Bombay Army, lately on a

special mission to King Theodore. Dr. Blanc will shortly publish in
our pages a short series of papers descriptive of the mnedical precautions
desirable in travelling in the East, with an account of the diseases of the
countries in which he has passed through so many adventures. Dr.
Blanc was medical officer of a party of about fifty, who subsequently
became captives in Abyssinia; and the means which he was able to
adopt, sufficed to bring back the whole party safe and free from disease.
His experience will be in every way interesting.

REMARKABLE ISOMER OF BUTYRATE OF SODA.
MR. J. ALFRED WANKLYN, Professor of Chemistry in the London In-
stitution, forwards us the following.

" Beilstein showed, some years ago, that ethylate of soda and acetic
ether do not yield common ether and acetate of soda; but that they
form a double compound, C'15NaO C4H802. I have just made the ob-
servation, that this compound suffers the following decomposition at
temperatures between ioo deg. and igo deg. Cent. Beilstein's double
compound, C2H5NaOC4H802= new compound, C4H7NaOl + alcohol,
C1H60. The new compound is, as will be observed, isomeric with
butyrate of soda. It differs from butyrate of soda by being resolved by
water into alcohol and acetate of soda, and its rational composition is
expressed thus, (C2H4") Na"'O (C2H 'O). [It is to be expected that this
singular compound will become of importance as an instrument of syn-
thesis. I purpose trying its action on iodides of alcohol radicals, which,
I hope, will give iodide of sodium and the acetic ether of a high alco-
hol. -J. A. W.] No doubt, many other ethers of the fatty apid will ex-
hibit a similar behaviour towards ethylate of soda, so that my new com-
pound, pseudo-butyrate of soda, represents an entire class. The detailed
account of the research will be published in the Philosophical Magazine

shortly. "

THE INVENTOR OF THE {ESOPHAGOSCOPE ON WOMEN DOCTORS.
THE latest novelty in medical advertising is the following, which is taken
from the Timces.
"JOHN AYLWIN BEVAN.
" INVENTOR CESOPHAGOSCOPE.
" ON WOMEN DOCTORS, Queen's Concerts Rooms, Hanover Square.

-A Lecture will be given on this subject at the above rooms on Satur-
day, 23rd Jailuary (Saturday week), at 8 o'clock P.m. To be followed
by a Demonstration with the tEsophagoscope, by means of the magne-
sium light, by John Aylwiii Bevan, the inventor (vide illustrated notices
in Lanceet, I th and ISth April last, and invitation to Royal Society).
Stalls, 5s.; reserved sofas, ios. 6d. Tickets at Mitchell's, Old Bond
Street; Cramer and Beale, Regent Street; Keith and Prowse, Cheap-
side; and of Mr. Hall, at the Rooms.
" HANOVER SQUARE.
"SATURDAY WEEK."
This has appeared more than once. We narrcrNvly escaped publishing

this gentleman's " illustrated notice", which was forwarded in the first
instance to us, before adorning the pages of our contemporary. But
what can be this extraordinary discovery of affinity between the two
subjects on which he proposes to lecture ? Surely he does not mean to
intimate that ladies will, and do, swallow anything. They will, no doubt,
give their friend or critic, whichever he may be, a proof of the contrary.

POISON IN HE POT.
IN France, as in other parts of the Continenit, the use of copper sauce-

pans is very far more genieral than it is in England, and great care is

generally takeni to keep them in good order. In all well conducted
houses copper vessels are tinned frequiently, and cooks are thoroughly
impressed with the danger accruing from neglect in this respect. The
police regulations (according to the 7ournal of the Society of Arts). re-

quire that nothing but pure tin should be used; but that metal is dear,
while lead is cheap, and therefore a mixture of the two metals is too
often made use of. The mixture works well; but, when the lead forms
a considerable part of it, the vessels become decidedly dangerous. In
consequence of information obtained, and suspicions entertained, the
Minister of War ordered an inquiry to be made into the subject by the

directors of the military hospitals. The result of this inquiry has been
read before the Academy of Medicine, and brings out the startling re-
velation that some manufacturers of copper utensils and tinners mix
twenty-five, and in some cases fifty, per cent. of lead with the tin, and
that, ill addition to this, antimony, another dangerous metal, is added.
From the facts thus brought to light, M. Gubler, a member of the Aca-
demy of Medicine, has drawn up the following list of recommendations.
I. That the metal used to line copper drinking vessels shall not con-
tain more than one per cent. of lead. 2. That not more than five or
six per cent. of lead be mixed with the tin used for saucepans or other
cooking vessels, that amount offering no serious danger. 3. That
every maker shall be required to mark his productions with a special
stamp. 4. That the travelling tinmen shall be strictly watched.

DR. BROWN-SfQUARD.
THIS illustrious physiologist has been appointed to the chair of Com-
parative Pathology at Paris. He had previously declined accepting it
until the vote of the faculty had been declared, in addition to the
Governmental nomination. Important results may be expected from
the investigation of the diseases of lower animals by such a master
mind.

I HE VACCINATION ACT IN SIHEFFIELD.
THE She9Feld and Rotlherham Independent of Saturday last contains an
article on the Vaccination Act of I867. It says that the Act is almost
all that the opponents of vaccination could wish, andc that it " turns out
to be almost valueless"; and one of the reasons given for this assertion is
the Form " B." in the Schedule to the Act, which provides for the post-
ponement of vaccination in the case of children whose health is not
good. Undoubtedly this is so; but we can scarcely believe that any
member of the medical profession would act in such a way as our con-
temporary refers to, viz., that he would, because he objected to vaccinate,
certify that a child is unfit to be vaccinated merely with the view of
defeating the Act. Our contemporaly says, in conclusion," if Parlia-
ment means anything at all by compulsory vaccination, it must take
steps to amend its work, and make the act, in fact as well as in name,
an act to enforce the vaccination of children. Means must also be de-
vised to compel local authorities to act, and not leave them a discretion
so wide as to result in a practical evasion of responsibility." With this
we quite agree, and hope Parliament will make the amendments neces-
sary to that end.

THE VILLAGE HOSPITAL, HAMBROOK, NEAR BRISTOL.

THE third annual meeting of the governors was held on the 6th inst.;
As such institutions are of considerable social and professional interest,
we cite the main features of the report. It described the hospital as in
a flourishing condition. Fifty patients had been received during the
year. The total sum received was i6o: 10 :4T, and the total expended
£129:1 :3$, leavinig a balance in hand of /3I :9:I. Of this sum the
committee recommend /20 to be added to the invested property of
the hospital, reminding the governors that, with a precarious income de-
pendent upon voluntary contributions, it is desirable to have some
capital invested upon which to fall back in time of need. The payments
received from patients, in I868, were /28:8:6, as compared with
-68:3 :6 in I867, showing that the principle of co-operative charity is
gaining ground with the class for whom hospital accommodation is re-
quired. Thanks to the liberal gifts in money and in kind, the furniture
of the hospital is now nearly complete and its six beds in full working
order. The chief requisite still wanting is a stock of surgical instru-
ments; this, being an expensive item, will be accumulated by degrees, as
the fund for that purpose augments. A letter was read from the Duke
of Beaufort, regretting his unavoidable absence from the meeting, and
stating that the youthful members of his family desired to show the in-
terest they felt in the hospital by getting up a concert in aid of its funds.
Thanks were given to the treasurer and secretary (Miss Calaghian), to
the medical officers, and the chairman.
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NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE INFIRMARY.

ON the first Sunday in the new year, collections were made in the
churches and chapels of every denomination in Newcastle-under-Lyme
in aid of the Infirmary funds, and realised /84 :8 : 9. On Sunday
last, collections were made in the churches and chapels of Wolverhamp-
ton and the neighbourhood. The sum of £593 : 7: 6 has been reported
as the result.

THE CLINICAL SOCIETY.

THIS young Society is in a flourishing state. It-has been well supported,
and numbers at present more than two hundred members. A cordial
vote of thanks to the Council of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical
Society, for allowing the use of their rooms for meetings during the
first session, was unanimously agreed to; and the members endorsed the
President's expression of opinion, that it was most desirable for the
Clinical Socicty to avoid trenching upon the ground of other societies;
and that its main object should be the clinical illustration of the patho-
logical departments of medicine, and the consideration of therapeutics.

THE COURSE AND TREATMIENT OF RHEUMATIC FEVER.
THE meeting of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society on Tues-
day evening was one of considerable interest. A paper was read, which
had been prepared by Drs. Gull and Sutton, on the Treatnment of Rheu-
matic Fever, on which subject our hospital reports have opportunely
presented miiuch useful information to the profession. The well-known
fact that the authors had bestowed no small amount of observation on

their subject, and that they held views which were at variance with
those generally received, led to a large number of physicians and others
being present. After the reading of the paper, an abstract of which is
given at page 57, remarks were offered by Dr. Fuller, Dr. Gull, Dr.
Stewart, and Dr. Dickinson; and, on the suggestion of the President,
it was agreed that the further discussion of the subject should be ad-
journed to the next meeting of the Society, on the 26th instant. We
may, therefore, expect that the profession will be put in possession of
the directly expressed opinions of a large number of our leading phy-
sicians-among whom much difference appears to exist in regard not
only to the treatment of rheumatic fever, but even as to what is to be
inicluded under the designation.

THE SANITARY CONDITION OF KIDDERMiNSTER.

THERE has been a great meeting at Kidderminster to consider the de-
sirability of adopting the Local Government Act; and some of the
speeches at the meeting speak in no flattering terms of the manner in
which the sanitary duties of the local authority have been carried out.
It was stated that " there was one place at Arch Hill, which was totally
unfit for human habitation. The poor creatures had lost three children
in a very short space of time; and the rooms in which the family lived
were right above a privy, and the moment the windows were opened all
the stench of the place entered them." There was another instance
quoted, of fever extending from house to house "until one did not

know where it was to end", in consequence, it was allege'd, of the non-

meeting of the Nuisance Committee for a month, and the Inspector of
Nuisances having no power to act. No wonder there should be an out-

cry about the mortality, which, it was stated, had much increased of late
years. The discussion was adjourned; but we hope the promoters of
this movement will persevere until they get the Act adopted in the town.

PROPOSED IDIOT ASYLUM FOR THE MIDLAND COUNTIES.

ON Saturday a county meeting for Warwickshire was held in the Public

Hall, Leamington, in support of the proposed new idiot asylum for the

counties of Warwick, Stafford, Worcester, Leicester, and Shropshire.
Lord Leigh, Lord-Lieutenant of the county, Mr. J. Dugdale, the high
sheriff, and other influential county gentlemen were present, and took

part in the meeting. Mr. F. A. Godson, of Birmingham, explained
that the sum of £5o,000 was required in order to erect a first-class in-

stitution, replete with all necessary appliances for the proper training

of idiots. Resolutions were passed approving the project, and a local
committee appointed to represent the county in matters connected with
the institution, A subscription list was opened which realised nearly
,C5oo among those present at the meeting. Each county will endeavour
to raise £io,ooo as its quota &f the cost.

INDIAN MEDICAL NEWS.
Preservation of Bodies: Medical Warrant Officers.-Our Calcutta let-
ters bring nothing of interest. From Madras, under date December
I4th, it is said that the magistrate of Coimbatore has obtained the sanc-
tion of Government to preserve, at each chief police-station in his dis-
trict, the bodies of murdered persons and of all who are suspected to
have died by unfair means, in wooden shells or coffins, together with a
supply of charcoal and carbolic acid. Dr. Mair of Madras, in his re-
cent pamphlet on Unnatural Deaths, has forcibly shown how needful
such arrangements are. All suspicious cases will now now be brought to
the chiefstation of Coimbatore.-It has recently been decided that the 30
rupees per mensenm field-allowance, to which medical warrant officers are
entitled when marching in the field, are to be payable when proceeding on

duty, in addition to free conveyance, or travelling expenses. It has
also been ruled, that in no case whatever are pensions to which medical
subordinates might have been entitled prior to May 27th, I868, to be re-

duced.

SCOTLAND.
THE building fund of the Greenock Infirmary has been augmented by
the liberal donation of/ioo from the partners of the Glebe Sugar Re-
fining Company.

THE monthly conversational meeting of the Edinburgh Medical Mis-
sionary Society was held on Saturday last, at 5, St. Andrew Square-
Dr. Brown presiding. Dr. Grainger Stewart read a paper on the His-
tory of Medical Missions.

On Friday night of last week, Dr. Arthur Gamgee, F.R.S.E., delivered
a lecture before the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, on the
Results of some Recent Discoveries relating to the Chemistry of the
Blood, and the Action of Poisonous Agents upon it.

GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY.
THE annual general meeting of qualified contributors and subscribers to
the Glasgow Royal Infirmary was held on January 4th, at the Religious
Institution Rooms, the Lord Provost presiding. Durinig the past year
5,314 patients have been admitted into the hospital, being an increase of
213 upon the numbers admitted during the year I867. For the year
i868 the daily average number was 445, an increase of four per cent.

This increase has been amongst the ordinary medical and surgical pa-
tients, there being a diminution in the numbers admitted into the fever
and small-pox wards. The total funds contributed during the year by
the general public, the employes of public works, churches, and from
other sources, amounted to /i6, 148: I8: 6; while the total expenditure
was LI5,975 : i8:2, leaving a balance of/173.

SIR JAMES SIMPSON AND THE NEW HOSPITAL, EDINBURGH.

A LONG letter is published in the Scotsman of Tuesday by Sir James
Simpson, urging the adoption, as far as possible, of either temporary
or moveable buildings of iron or wood for the new hospital, or non-

storeyed blocks, covering as large a space of ground as can be obtained.
He states that about three times as many patients die after limb-ampu-
tation in our large hospitals, as die from the same operations in pri-
vate and country practice, he says:-
"I have collected the reports of IOOO and odd limb amputations in

country and provincial practice. Out of the IOOO, the proportion of
deaths was nearly I IO, or I in 9. But out of IOOO similar amputations
performed in the large hospitals of Edinburgh, Glasgow, London, etc.,
the proportion of deaths is generally above 300, or about I in 3."
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He also asserts that hospitals seem generally to be much more healthy
when built than after they become used for a few years.

" For example, Mr. Liston told me that -for years after he was trans-
ferred from Edinburgh to the charge of the new surgical hospital at
University College, London, his success appeared to himself to be asto-
nishing. Mr. Potter published the statistics of the amputations in
University College Hospital for the first five or six years after the hos-
pital was opened. The deaths amounted to I in 6 or 7 of those ope-
rated upon. In the last returns which I have seen published (I855-57),
the deaths had more than doubled, for they had increased to above I
in 3. In 1752, the first Professor Munro published the results of the
first 99 or Ioo limb amputations performed in our own Infirmary here.
Of the ioo, only 8 died, or I in 12. The last tables published show a
death-rate from the same operations of above 30 in ioo, or I in 3."
He also brings forward, for consideration in the new scheme to re-

build the Infirimiary, the claims of the Maternity Hospital, which, he
truly observes, presents an interior so wretched and poverty stricken as
to be discreditable as an hospital to Edinburgh and its medical school.
He trusts that an obstetric hospital will be added to the proposed new
Infirmary; and suggests that it should be built cheaply, with temporary
rooms and wards, and separated from the other hospital buildings.

IRE LAND.

THE IRISH POOR-LAW SYSTEM.
As it is likely that the Irish Poor-law and medical-relief system may be
extended to English districts, it may be well to mention some works in
which that organisation is described. Much information on the subject
will be found in Nicholl's Irish Poor-Law, Moore's compendium of
Poor-Law, Mapother's Public Health and Carmichael Essay, as well as
in the annual Reports of the Poor-law Commissioners, 185I-67.

DR. STOKES'S MEMOIR OF THE LATE DR. PETRIE
DR. STOKES has just added to his many valuable labours an elaborate
memoir of the 'greatest of Irish archaeologists, whose researches and
theoiies respecting the Round Towers, and other interesting objects of
Irish antiquity, commend his memory to the learned of every nation as
well as those of his own. Amidst the toils and cares of professional
practice, Dr. Stokes has found time to write the life of his friend, and
it has been published for the benefit of the surviving relatives of the de-
ceased archeologist. Dr. Stokes, Sir Wm. Wilde, and others in the
profession in Dublin, were always known as ardent lovers of the ancient
history and art of their country, as well as Dr. Todd, Dr. Graves (now
Bishop of Limerick), and-other divines. It is said that Dr. Stokes will
be the next President of the Royal Irish Academy.

KING AND QUEEN'S COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.
ON Friday the 8th instant, at a special meeting of the President and
Fellows, Dr. Thomas Hayden was elected Censor, and was appointed
Examiner in the Practice of Medicine, vice Dr. Little, who resigned his
office of Censor on his recent election to the Registrarship. There was
not any other candidate. Up to the year 1761, when the ancient mode
of examining for medical degrees by opposing and defending theses pre-
vailed in Dublin, as elsewhere, the Censors of the King and Queen's
College of Physicians, who must be chosen annually from among the
Fellows, were the Examiners for Dublin University Medical degrees.
Their Collegiate duties as Censors were such as are named in the
Charter of I692-3, and in subsequent Acts of Parliament-as, for ex-
ample, in "Lucas's Act," whereby they are empowered and directed to
see after the Apothecaries' shops, and to destroy all adulterated drugs.
The two Senior Fellows who had not previously served, and the two
Junior Fellows for the time being, were generally chosen as Censors.
The chartered and statutory functions of the Censors have, however, long
ceased to be actively exercised; and now their duties are in fact those
of Examiners for the License of the College; their University examiner-
ships having come to an end in 176I, in consequence of their having

refused to comply with the desire of the Provost and Senior Fellows of
Trinity College, who wished them to examine, for the Degree of M. B.,
Mr., afterwards Sir Fielding, Ould, the eminent obstetrician. This re.
fusal was grounded on the then received opinion, that the position of an
obstetrician was beneath and incompatible with that of a physician. How
completely professional opinion has since changed on this point may be
instanced from the well-known fact, that, for a considerable time back,
most of the higher offices of the Dublin College of Physicians have
been filled by Obstetricians. Dr. Hayden is Physician to the Mater
Misericordie, one of the best of the Dublin hospitals; and one in which
the patients are nursed by a religious order of ladies in the Roman
Catholic Church. He is Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in the
School of Medicine of the Catholic University; and, as our columns
have often testified, he has long been a physician of remarkable energy
and ability, as well as an original and scientific observer, and a frequent
contributor to the records of the Dublin Medical Societies.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.
BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH.

THE third ordinary meeting of the above Branch will be held at the
Royal Hotel, Bristol, on Thursday, January 2Ist, I869, at 7 P.M.;
R. N. STONE, Esq., President, in the Chair.
The following papers are expected:-I. The Use of Obstetric Instru-

ments (III). By J. G. Swayne, M.D.-2. Gonorrhceal Rheumatism.
By A. Prichard, F.R.C.S.-3. Some of the Benefits arising from the
Treatment of Wounds by Carbolic Acid. By Nelson Dobson, Esq.-
4. Laryngo-Tracheotomy. By H. W. Freeman, Esq.

CHARLES STEELE, Honorary Secretarie.
R. S. FOWLER, S

12, Meridian Place, Clifton, January I869.

THE NEW GLOUCESTERSHIRE BRANCH.
THE first general meeting of this newly formed and already flourishing
Branch was held on January 7th, at Gloucester. Forty-five gentlemen
have at present attached themselves to the Branch, twenty-four of whom
are also newly elected members of the Association. The following are
the names of the gentlemen who, as old members of the Association,
belong to the new Branch:-Dr. Evans (President), Dr. Batten, Dr.
Colledge, Dr. Cook, Sir William Linton, Dr. Kilgour, Dr. Rooke,
Dr. Rumsey, Dr. Sankey, Dr. T. Smith, Mr. Allard, Mr. Blagden,
Mr. Dalton, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Morris, Mr. Swinson, Mr. Graves, Mr.
Tilton, Dr. Wilson, Mr. Wethered, Mr. Fleischmann (Honorary Secre-
tary).

Election of New Members.-It was proposed by Dr. BATTEN, se-
conded by Mr. FLEISCdIMANN, and carried nem. con. -" That the fol-
lowing gentlemen be elected members of the Association and of the
Branch: Mr. Cripps, Mr. Averill, Dr. Askwith, Mr. Bradley, Mr.
Bridgman, Mr. Boughton, Mr. Bubb, Mr. Cookson, Mr. Devereux,
Mr. Dutton, Mr. Elcum, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Goodlake, Mr. Gimblett,
Dr. Hatton, Mr. Hickes, Mr. Proudfoot, Mr. Simmons, Dr. F. Smith,
Mr. Stott, Mr. Tyte, Dr. Walters, Mr. Watson, and Mr. Wickham."

It was proposed by Mr. CRIPPS, seconded by Mr. DALTON, and car-
ried irem. con.-" That this meeting confirms the past proceedings of
the Provisional Council, and adopts the rules of the Branch as they at
present stand. "

Dr. Rumsey and Dr. Sankey were elected to represent the Branch at
the Council of the Parent Association.
The following gentlemen were elected as officers and Council for the

calendar year I869:-President: T. Evans, M.D. Honorary Secretary:
A. Fleischmann, Esq. Memibers of Council: W. Allard, Esq.; R. W.
Batten, M.D.; E. Cripps, Esq.; T. R. Colledge, M.D.; Sir William
Linton; T. M. Rooke, M.D.; W. H. 0. Sankey, M.D.; H. W. Rum-
sey, M.D.; R. W. Graves, Esq.; E. T. Wilson, M.B.; T. Hickes, Esq.;
and T. Smith, M.D.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Evans) read a paper on Venesection.
Dr. RUMSEY moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Evans for his extremely

valuable and practical paper, which vote was seconded by Dr. T.
SMITH, and carried by acclamation.
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Thursday, March

4th; and the next general meeting of the Branch early in May.


